SACRED MEN AND WOMEN

BOOK I

Sacred
men as
well as
women in
West
Africa:
they are
thought
to be
possessed
by the
deity,

more especially girls go to the huts. Here the union is
consummated by the medicine-men. If the number of
females who go to the huts voluntarily is not sufficient,
girls are seized and dragged there. I believe the offspring
of such a union is said to be fathered by God (Ngai): at
any rate there are children in Kikuyu who are regarded as
the children of God." 1
Among the negroes of the Slave Coast there are, as we
have seen, male kosio as well as female kosio; that is, there
are dedicated men as well as dedicated women, priests as
well as priestesses, and the ideas and customs in regard to
them seem to be similar.    Like the women, the men undergo
a three years' novitiate, at the end of which each candidate
has to prove that the god accepts him and finds him worthy
of inspiration.    Escorted by a party of priests he goes to a
shrine and seats himself on a stool that belongs to the deity.
The priests then anoint his head with a mystic decoction and
invoke  the god in a long and wild chorus.    During  the
singing the youth, if he is acceptable to the deity, trembles
violently, simulates convulsions, foams at the mouth, and
dances in a frenzied style, sometimes for more than an hour.
This is the proof that the god has taken possession of him.
After that he has to remain in a temple without speaking
for seven days and nights.    At the end of that time, he is
brought out, a priest opens his mouth to show that he may
now use his tongue, a new name is given him, and he is
fully ordained.2    Henceforth he is regarded as  the  priest
and medium of the deity whom he serves, and the words
which he utters in that morbid state of mental excitement
which passes for divine  inspiration,  are  accepted by  the
hearers as the very words of the god spoken by the mouth
of the man.*   Any crime which a priest committed in a state
of frenzy used to remain unpunished, no doubt because the
act was thought to be the act of the god.    But this benefit
of clergy was so much abused that under King Gezo the law
had to be altered; and although, while he is still possessed
1 MS. notes, kindly sent to me by     Le  R.  P.  Baudin,   " Fe*ticheurs   ou
the  author,  Mr.  A.  C. Hollis,  2ist      ministres  religieux  des Negres de la
May, 1908.                                             GuineV'   Les   Missions   Catholiques,
s A.  B.  Ellis,   The Ewe-speaking     No. 787 (4 juillet 1884), p. 322.
Peoples of tkeSIaut Coast, pp. 142-144 j         s A. B. Ellis, op. cit. pp. 150 sq.